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no longer.   Then it is realised that one is the Eternal Pure
Essence of Intelligence, or Brahman.

.s JSrahman. When the veil of name and form
vanishes through meditation etc., then that idea is simply
realised. This is the substance of pure Advaita. The
Vedas, the Vedanta and all other scriptures only explain
this idea in different ways.
Disciple:     How then is it  true  that Ishvara is an
almighty Person ?
Swamiji:    Man is man in so far as he is qualified by
the limiting adjunct of mind.   Through the mind he has
to understand and grasp everything, and therefore what-
ever he thinks must be limited by the mind.   Hence it is
the natural tendency of man to argue, from the analogy
of his own personality, the personality of Ishvara (God).
Man can only think of his ideal as a human being.   When
buffeted by sorrows in this world of disease and death he
is driven to desperation and helplessness,  then he seeks
refuge with someone, relying on whom he may feel safe.
But where is that refuge to be found ?   The omnipresent
Atman which depends on nothing else to support It is
the only Refuge.   At first man does not find that.   When
discrimination and dispassion arise in the course of medi-
tation and spiritual practices, he comes to know it.   But
in whatever way he may progress on the path of spiritual-
ity,    everyone   is    unconsciously    awakening    Brahman
within him.   But the means may be different in different
cases.    Those who have faith in the Personal God have
to undergo spiritual practices holding on to that idea.   If
there is sincerity, through that will come the awakening
of the lion of Brahman within.  The knowledge of Brahman
is the one goal of all beings but the various ideas are the
various paths to it.   Although the real nature of the Jiva
is   Brahman,   still   as   he   has   identification   with   the
qualifying adjunct of mind, he suffers from all sorts of
doubts and difficulties, pleasure and pain.   But everyone